
The Statistics and Measurement component supports part-
ner agencies and government efforts to strengthen quanti-
tative information on child labour and youth employment. It 
responds to the need for reliable statistics to inform policies 
on child labour and youth employment challenges worldwide. 
This programme component also serves the partner agencies 
as a platform for developing common statistical concepts and 
terminology relating to child labour, in turn critical for clarity 
and consistency in child labour monitoring. 
In a related effort, support is extended through this compo-
nent to developing and testing new research tools needed 
to fill key information gaps in the child labour and youth em-
ployment fields. New research tools for extending information 
on children in worst forms of child labour and on vulnerable 
youth are particularly important in this context. 
UCW’s unique access to a wide range of datasets from ILO, 
UNICEF and World Bank as well as from direct partnerships 
with national statistical offices, has enabled it to assemble the 
largest database of child labour indicators. The UCW data-
base currently contains over 330 datasets for more than 100 
countries; in two-thirds of these countries, data are available 
for more than one point in time. 
In addition, UCW, in collaboration with the ILO Youth Employ-
ment Programme (YEP), launched a global database on youth 
labour market indicators (youthSTATS) in 2012. The youth-
STATS database contains a comprehensive set of indicators 
on the labour market situation of young people between the 
ages of 15 and 29 years.
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The Understanding Children’s Work (UCW) programme is an 
inter-agency research partnership involving the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), UNICEF and the World Bank. Initi-
ated in 2000, UCW produces research aimed at informing 
policies in the areas of child labour and youth employment. 
Research covers child labour and youth employment chal-
lenges in their various dimensions - their nature, extent, caus-
es and consequences – as well as which policy approaches 
are most effective in addressing them. 
The UCW research mandate extends to both child labour and 
youth employment because of the close linkages between 
the two issues, and of the consequent need for common pol-
icy approaches to addressing them. Youth employment out-
comes are typically worst for former child labourers and other 
early school-leavers, groups with least opportunity to accu-
mulate the human capital needed for gainful employment. 
Indeed, many of today’s jobless or inadequately employed 
youth are yesterday’s child labourers. The link between child 
labour and labour market outcomes can also operate in the 
other direction: the poor labour market prospects of youth 
can reduce the incentive of households to invest in education 
earlier in the lifecycle. 
The Programme’s inter-agency configuration and technical 
orientation leave it uniquely placed to act as a platform for re-
search cooperation, policy dialogue, partnership building and 
knowledge exchange in child labour, youth employment and 
related policy areas. 
The Programme is comprised of five core components as de-
picted in the figure below.

Core uCw programme Components

A Steering Committee comprising of senior management 
representatives from each of the three partner agencies is 
responsible for the establishment and oversight of the Pro-
gramme’s overall strategic direction and goals.
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The Policy-Oriented Research component focuses on re-
search in policy areas where important knowledge gaps 
persist, and on using this research for promoting informed 
responses to the child labour and youth employment chal-
lenges. 

Research is organised around five broad themes:

Education•	 . The interplay among education, child labour 
and youth employment outcomes.

Social protection•	 . Vulnerability as a cause of child labour 
and poor employment outcomes for youth, and the role 
of social protection as a response.

School-to-work transition•	 . The challenges faced by 
young people in transitioning to decent work, and how 
the premature involvement of children in work can ad-
versely impact this transition. 

Migration•	 . The unique sets of challenges and threats 
faced by different groups of children and youth affected 
by migration.

Worst forms of child labour•	 .The extent and nature of dif-
ferent worst forms of child labour and policy approaches 
for addressing them

Through close collaboration with the UCW partner agen-
cies, other international development institutions and 
stakeholders in partner countries, the Programme produc-
es research in each of these thematic areas promoting a 
better understanding of child labour and youth employment 
challenges in their various dimensions. The results of this 
research support the development of intervention strate-
gies designed to remove children from the world of work 
and to improve employment outcomes for young persons 
above the minimum working age.

The Impact Evaluation component forms part of broader ef-
forts to improve understanding of the relative effectiveness 
of different policy approaches to eliminating child labour and 
promoting decent work for youth. It provides evidence con-
cerning not only whether specific child labour and youth em-
ployment programme interventions work, but also how they 
work and their relevance for broader replication. 

The component focuses specifically on three main areas. 

First, it supports consolidating and organizing existing evi-•	
dence from impact evaluations on the effects of policy and 
interventions on child labour and youth employment. This 
information is made available through the UCW on-line In-
ventory of Child Labour Impact Evaluations and through 
the publication of literature reviews. 

Second, it supports the design and implementation of im-•	
pact evaluations of specific child labour and youth em-
ployment interventions, such as a programme providing 
disadvantaged households in El Salvador with alternative 
opportunities for income generation. 

Third, through partnerships with various international •	
organizations, it supports the integration of child labour 
and youth employment concerns into impact evaluations 
in policy areas with a bearing on child labour and youth 
employment. Examples include a public work scheme in 
Malawi and a cash transfer scheme in Zambia. 

The knowledge generated is used by a variety of actors (e.g., 
governments, social partners, international organizations, 
NGOs, multilateral and bilateral agencies) to help improve 
programme design and effectiveness, and to guide the ex-
pansion of programme interventions.

The Country-Level Research Cooperation component in-
volves applying the tools and methods developed as part of 
the other components of the Programme to specific coun-
try contexts. In this way, it represents the link between the 
global-level research activities and the national policies and 
programmes directly influencing child labour and youth em-
ployment. Implementation of this component entails direct 
collaboration with a variety of national counterparts, including 
governments, social partners and local research institutions. 

This component also involves close collaboration with the 
ILO, UNICEF and World Bank country teams, and, as such, 
provides a common platform for supporting governments in 
developing effective strategies for addressing child labour 
and promoting decent work for youth.

The inter-agency reports emerging from country-level coop-
eration provide a common information base on child labour 
and youth employment. The reports also provide evidence 
of how child labour and youth employment challenges are 
linked with broader development concerns, including edu-
cation and migration, and highlight the consequent need to 
address child labour and youth employment as important el-
ements of national development strategies. The reports are 
tailored to directly feed into national time-bound programmes 
and other programmatic efforts targeting child labour and 
youth employment.

The Dissemination and Capacity Building component is di-
rected towards providing access to UCW research outputs 
to as wide an audience as possible, both inside and out-
side the UCW partner agencies. It fits within wider efforts to 
use research outputs to promote policy dialogue on child 
labour and youth employment concerns, and as a means 
to help raise the profile of child labour and youth employ-
ment issues in national development agendas.

A variety of vehicles are utilised to serve dissemination ef-
forts, including the Programme website, social media and 
a UCW seminar series. UCW also partners with relevant 
web-based information portals to circulate research out-
puts. Specialised workshops and roundtables, press re-
ports and peer-reviewed journal articles are other means of 
research dissemination. 

Statistics relating to a core set of child labour indicators 
have been disseminated through the World Bank’s annual 
World Development Indicators (WDI) publication and soft-
ware as well as through the USDOL annual Findings on 
the Worst Forms of Child Labor report. UCW research is 
also mainstreamed through the ILO World Report on Child 
Labour publication series.

Alongside dissemination efforts, this component supports 
improving national capacity in the analysis of child labour 
and youth employment data and their use in policy design. 
Training focuses on child labour and youth employment 
concepts and terminology, as well as on analysing of sur-
vey data. The courses are designed to impart the technical 
skills needed for the regular monitoring of progress against 
child labour and towards decent work for youth.

Since 2012, UCW has also initiated collaboration with na-
tional universities and research centres aiming at promot-
ing and building the capacity of these institutions to under-
take child labour and youth employment research. Support 
to capacity building is accompanied by research grants to 
targeted institutions in the conduct of research on priority 
child labour and youth employment concerns.
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