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Introduction
1. This Progress Report covers major UCW programme developments
during the reporting period from January to December 2014. This period
saw continued progress in implementing UCW’s core strategy of using
research to mobilise and inform action in the child labour (CL) and youth
employment (YE) fields. UCW consolidated its role as a knowledge
centre, as a source of evidence-based policy guidance and as a technical
leader in data analysis in the areas of CL and YE. Less tangible but
equally important, UCW continued to promote improved inter-agency
cooperation in research and statistical development relating to child
labour and youth employment.
2. A number of studies were undertaken aimed at filling key knowledge
gaps and promoting policy dialogue on child labour (CL) and youth
employment (YE), and at highlighting the links between the two issues.
These included multi-country studies offering new insights into the
agriculture work of children and youth, into transitions from school to
work and into child labour among adolescents. Beyond the results
themselves, these studies introduced new research methods that can be
applied to other CL- and YE-focused research efforts. These thematic

Panel 1.

About the UCW programme
The Understanding Children’s Work (UCW) programme is an inter-agency research cooperation
initiative involving the International Labour Organisation (ILO), UNICEF and the World Bank. The
Programme is guided by the Roadmap adopted at The Hague Global Child Labour Conference of 2010,
which lays out the priorities for the international community in the fight against child labour. The
Roadmap calls for effective partnership across the United Nations system to address child labour, and
for mainstreaming child labour into policy and development frameworks. The Roadmap also calls for
improved knowledge sharing and for further research aimed at guiding policy responses to child labour.
CORE UCW PROGRAMME COMPONENTS
1. Statistics and measurement

3. Impact evaluation

RESEARCH AND
ANALYSIS

4. Country-level research
and policy support

2. Policy-oriented research

5. Reseach dissemination

The Programme is comprised of five core components as depicted in the figure above. Research on the
work and the vulnerability of children and youth constitutes the main focus of the UCW Programme.
Through close collaboration with the UCW partner agencies, other international development
institutions and stakeholders in partner countries, the Programme produces research allowing a better
understanding of child labour and youth employment challenges in their various dimensions. The
results of this research support the development of intervention strategies designed to remove children
from the world of work and to improve employment outcomes for young persons above the minimum
working age.
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studies were complemented by country-level inter-agency reports in a
total of 9 countries and regional inter-agency reports in four regions
aimed at building the general evidence base in the CL and YE fields in
specific national and regional contexts.
3. Evidence-based policy support was another important strategic focus
during the reporting period. At the global level, for instance, UCW
provided inputs to the identification of post-2015 global child labour
goals and began research on the global CL decline that will contribute to
the next Global Child Labour Conference.1 At the country level, specific
examples of policy support to national counterparts included to reforms
to the Prospera (previously known as Oportunidades) conditional cash
transfer programme in Mexico, to the design of business, technical and
vocational education and training programmes (BTVET) for vulnerable
youth in Uganda, to the implementation of the NAP2 in Togo. UCWsupported inter-agency country reports also contributed to inform the
development of interventions by counterparts in a range of countries.
4. UCW impact evaluation efforts gained increased attention in 2014 as
the value of robust evidence concerning impact in this area is
increasingly recognised. The CL impact of cash transfers programmes
was a particular focus (e.g., in Mexico, Philippines and Lesotho), given
that they have become a critical social protection instrument in a
growing number of countries. Additional evaluations provided important
new evidence of the child labour impact of public policies in a variety of
other programming areas. These included evaluations of public works
(Malawi), and of a women’s empowerment and entrepreneurship
programme (Nicaragua). UCW also continued work on an impact
evaluation that will yield first-time quasi-experimental evidence
concerning the impact of a specific IPEC-supported intervention
targeting child labour.3
5. As part of broader efforts to build national research capacity on CL
and YE issues, UCW expanded the initiative launched in 2012 involving
collaboration with national and regional research bodies. Support to the
training of researchers is accompanied by small research grants and
mentoring in the conduct of research on priority CL and YE concerns. An
important new partnership was established in this context with the
African Economic Research Consortium (AERC), providing a valuable
entry point for promoting improved research capacity among promising
young researchers from across sub-Saharan Africa. Collaboration was
also either established or continued with institutions in Brazil, Mexico,
Philippines, Turkey, South Africa and Saudi Arabia.
6. An overview of implementation status in each of the five programme
components is provided in the sections below. Further detail concerning
the activities undertaken as a part of each component is provided in
Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

1

The next Global Conference is scheduled in Argentina in 2017.

2

National Action Plan on the elimination of child labour.

33

The programme is entitled “Eliminating Child Labour through Economic Empowerment and Social
Inclusion in El Salvador”.
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Component 1. Statistics and measurement
7. The Statistics and measurement component is aimed at improving the
technical tools used to measure, monitor and analyse child labour and
youth employment issues.
Programme component 1 at a glance

(a)

Sub-component

Activities

1.1. Research methods,
indicators and standards

1.1.1. Harmonisation of child labour statistics

1.2. Child labour and youth
employment statistics

1.2.1. Country Statistics global database on child labour

1.1.2. Research methods

1.2.2. youthSTATS global database
1.2.3. Statistics for agency reports and reference materials.

Note: (a) Further details of activities undertaken during the reporting period are provided in Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

8. UCW continued to act as an important platform for discussions aimed
at harmonisating child labour indicators and at building a common
“statistical language” around child labour. These discussions continued
at the agency level during the reporting period and will be advanced
further at an inter-agency working meeting involving UCW alongside the
UNICEF MICS team and ILO scheduled in 2015. UCW also began a
revision of the child labour indicators contained in the UCW Country
Statistics database with the broader goal of statistical harmonisation in
mind. The revised database, to go on-line in 2015, will consolidate
UCW’s role as a clearinghouse for up to date statistics on a series of
standardised child labour indicators from a wide range of countries.
9. Developing new research methods for filling knowledge gaps was
another on-going UCW focus during the reporting period. A particularly
important effort in this context was the development of a toolkit on
youth employment diagnostics. The tookit provides information on
youth labour market preferences that can be combined with more
traditional labour market indicators to help practitioners make informed
decisions about how best to design programmes targeting youth
employment. The toolkit, developed within the framework of the Global
Partnership for Youth Employment (GPYE) and in close collaboration
with the World Bank, will be initially fielded in Lebanon. A range of other
UCW research efforts also involved new research methods, including
studies on school to work transitions making use of the ILO school to
work transition survey programme (see component 2)4 and on the
impact of child labour-relevant policies (see component 4).5
10. Cooperation also continued with USDOL, World Bank, ILO and
UNESCO in the development of child labour statistics for use in
publications and reference materials. The UCW statistics were utilised in
the 2014 edition of the global USDOL Findings on the Worst Forms of
Child Labour publication as well as in the annual World Bank World
Development Indicators publication and software and in the UNESCO
4

UCW Programme, Pathways to work in the developing world: An analysis of young persons’ transition
from school to the workplace. UCW Working Paper (forthcoming).
5

Various studies.
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Education For All Monitoring Report, building on similar cooperation in
previous reporting periods. Finally, efforts continued in expanding the
UCW Country Statistics (on child labour) and youthSTATS databases.6
Both were widely consulted during the reporting period by users from
around the world.

6

The youthSTATS database, developed in 2012 by UCW in conjunction with the ILO Youth Employment
Programme (YEP), contains a comprehensive set of indicators on the labour market situation of young
people between the ages of 15 and 29 years in the developing world.
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Component 2. Policy-oriented research
11. The Policy-oriented research component focuses on research in policy
areas where important knowledge gaps persist, and on using this
research for promoting policy dialogue in the child labour and youth
employment fields. Research undertaken as part of this component
supplements and complements the impact evaluation studies
undertaken as part of component 3 and the country-specific research
collaboration conducted under component 4.
Programme component 2 at a glance

(a)

Sub-component

Activities

2.1. Child labour

2.1.1. Research on child labour in agriculture
2.1.2. Research on the interplay between child labour and schooling

2.2. Youth employment

2.2.1. Development of the second World Report on Child Labour
2.2.2. Research on school to work transitions
2.2.3. Research on youth employment in agriculture
2.2.4. Research on hazardous child labour among 15-17 year-olds

Note: (a) Further details of activities undertaken during the reporting period are provided in Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

12. Policy-oriented research on child labour and on the factors
associated with it has been a core component of the UCW research
mandate since the programme’s inception. A range of research efforts
were undertaken in this context during the reporting period. Research
on child labour in agriculture, where the majority of child labourers are
found but where important knowledge gaps persist, was a particular
focus. Work began a study on a multiple-country study aimed at
shedding additional light on the role played by children in the agriculture
sector in Sub-Saharan Africa. The study is one the first to exploit the
information on children contained in the new World Bank LSMS-ISA
survey programme datasets,7 permitting to provide an unprecedentedly
detailed picture of children’s agriculture work.
13. The interplay between child labour and education was another
important research focus. UCW continued its collaboration with the
Global Out-of-School Children Initiative (OOSCI)8 during the reporting
period, providing additional technical inputs to the Global Report on outof-school children (to be launched in the first quarter of 2015) as well as
to an operational manual on programmatic approaches for addressing
the out-of-school children challenge. UCW also developed a background
paper on the evolution of the relationship between child labour and
education since 2000.9 The paper will feed into the next UNESCO
Education For All Monitoring Report.

7

Living Standard Measurement Study-Integrated Surveys on Agriculture Initiative.

8

The Initiative was launched by UNICEF and UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) in 2010 to accelerate
efforts towards the goal of universal primary education.
9

UCW, Evolution of relationship between child labour and education since 2000: Evidence from 19
developing countries. UCW Working Paper, Rome, July 2014.
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14. Research cooperation on youth employment gained in
importance during the reporting period in response to a growing
demand for research to inform policies addressing the worldwide youth
employment crisis. Work is close to completion on the second ILO World
Report on Child Labour with a thematic focus on youth employment. The
World Report, scheduled for launch in 2015, highlights the links between
child labour and youth employment outcomes and stresses the
importance of intervening against child labour earlier in the lifecycle as
part of a broader response to the youth employment crisis.
15. Two working papers on youth employment were also developed
during the reporting period to feed into the World Report. The first
analyses hazardous work among children in the 15-17 years age range,
an issue relevant to both the child labour and youth employment fields.10
The paper brings together nationally-representative data from a large
number of developing countries to provide the first systematic review of
the extent and nature of adolesents’ involvement in hazardous work. The
second working paper looks at school to work transitions making use of
data from the ILO School to Work Transition survey programme.11 It
breaks new ground in applying a duration analysis approach in order to
generate robust estimates of the length and timing of the transition in a
large sample of developing countries.
16. UCW also began research on youth employment in the agriculture
sector. This research will be undertaken in parallel with a study on child
labour in agriculture (see above), and will also make use of the LSMS-ISA
survey programme dataset.12 The analysis will address the
characteristics of youth employment in agriculture and in particular the
crops and farm activities that youth are most involved in. As such, it will
provide an initial overview of the quality of youth jobs in the agriculture
sector and, following from this, the possible role of youth in promoting
high-productivity agriculture.

10

UCW Programme, Adolescent child labour: hazardous work among children in the 15-17 years age
range. UCW Working Paper (forthcoming).
11

UCW Programme, Pathways to work in the developing world: An analysis of young persons’ transition
from school to the workplace. UCW Working Paper (forthcoming).
12

Living Standard Measurement Study-Integrated Surveys on Agriculture Initiative.
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Component 3. Impact evaluation
17. The Impact evaluation component forms part of a broader effort to
improve understanding of the relative effectiveness of different
programmatic approaches for addressing child labour and youth
employment challenges. It focuses on building and spreading knowledge
on the impact of specific programme interventions on child labour and
youth employment and on ways to measure such impact.
Programme component 3 at a glance
Sub-component

(a)

Activities

3.1. Impact evaluation design and
baseline data collection

3.1.1. Impact evaluation of IPEC project in El Salvador

3.2. Identifying child labour impact of
public policies

3.2.1. Conditional cash transfer programmes (Philippines (WB) and
unconditional cash transfer programmes (Kenya, Lesotho and
Zambia (FAO))
3.2.2. Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Pilot
programme (RBI) in Nicaragua.
3.2.3. Public Works programme in Malawi

3.3. Impact evaluation inventory and
review

3.3.1. Mapping and analysing impact evaluations relating to child labour
for UCW Impact Evaluation Inventory.
3.3.2. Review of impact evaluations of policy interventions relating to child
labour.

Note: (a) Further details of activities undertaken during the reporting period are provided in Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

18. The reporting period saw UCW consolidating its role as a knowledge
centre in the area of impact evaluation. A particularly noteworthy
development was renewed collaboration with the Mexico Ministry of
Social Development (SEDESOL),13 the governmental body implementing
the PROSPERA cash transfer programme,14 in examining the child labour
impact of recent reforms to the PROSPERA programme.15 The research,
being undertaken at the direct behest of SEDESOL, will provide new
insight into the way in which cash transfer programmes affect children’s
activities and will help inform the further rollout of the reform. Similarly,
UCW has begun to support the evaluation of a cash transfer programme
in the Philippines.
19. UCW continued work with ILO-IPEC on an impact evaluation of a
programme intervention directly addressing child labour (i.e.,
Eliminating Child Labour through Economic Empowerment and Social
Inclusion in El Salvador). Baseline data were collected in 2012 and
preparations are now underway for the follow-up survey to be fielded in
2015. The evaluation will yield first-time quasi-experimental evidence16
13

Mexico Secretaría de Desarrollo Social.

14

Mexico Programa de Inclusión Social (cash transfer program evolving from the previous Oportunidades
programme).
15

Specifically, PROSPERA has started the rollout of a reformed cash transfer scheme in which the primary
school stipends have been eliminated and the value of the secondary school stipends has been
augmented.
16

From a regression discontinuity analysis.
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concerning the impact of a specific IPEC-supported intervention. The
evaluation results will provide valuable input to IPEC support to national
child labour programmes moving forward.
Panel 2.
UCW strategic approach to impact evaluation

U

The UCW approach in the impact evaluation field is depicted in the figure below. It starts from an on-going
inventory and mapping of existing published impact evaluations in relevant policy areas. This inventory process
feeds into three specific areas of UCW research: impact evaluation design and baseline data collection;
evaluation of public policies on child labour; and on-line inventory and review of impact evaluations.
Key strategic policy areas for the fight
against child labour

On-going inventory and mapping of impact
evaluations in relevant policy areas through
review of major IE databases, review of research
IE literature, networking and consultations

Addressing knowledge gaps on policy impact: counterfactual
studies

Impact of interventions
directly targeting child
labour

4.1 Evaluation design
and baseline data
collection.
Developing evaluation
component of ILO
integrated child labour
programmes.

4.3 IE inventory and
review
Online inventory of
completed IEs, and
review and analysis of
evidence generated by
IEs identified through
inventory process

4.2 Identifying child labour
impact of public policies

a. Integrating child
labour variables.
Integrating child labour
information into planned
or on-going third-party
IEs in relevant policy
areas

b. Desk evaluations
Analysis of IE datasets
from closed/completed
third-party IEs containing
variables of relevance to
child labour not yet
analysed

Areas of UCW support

20. A range of evaluations in collaboration with other institutions also
provided important new evidence of the child labour impact of public
policies in a variety of programming areas. This research is undertaken
within the framework of partnerships with Oxford Policy Management
(OPM), FAO, UNICEF, World Bank and other groups. The CL impact of
cash transfers programmes was a particular focus, given that they have
become a critical social policy instrument in a growing number of
countries. In addition to Mexico, UCW continued collaboration with the
World Bank on the evalation of a cash transfer scheme in the
Philippines17 and with Agricultural Development Economic Division
(ESA) of FAO, OPM and UNICEF in evaluating the child labour impact of
cash transfer programmes in Lesotho.
21. Work also progressed in evaluations in other relevant policy areas,
including evaluations, jointly with the World Bank, of the public works
component of the Malawi Social Action Fund and of the Rural women’s
17

Pantawid Pamilya cash transfer programme.
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empowerment and entrepreneurship pilot programme in Nicaragua.
These impact evaluation efforts are described in further detail in Annex 1
of this Progress Report.
Figure 1. UCW inventory of child labour impact evaluations

22. The web-based impact evaluation inventory was also consolidated
and expanded during the reporting period (Figure 1). The Inventory,
launched in 2011, is unique in providing ready access to “state of the art”
evidence of causal relationships between policy interventions and child
labour outcomes. It brings together and catalogues the range of existing
impact evaluations in areas relating to CL, their specific objectives and
the precise methods used in undertaking them. It contains almost 60
evaluations spanning the policy areas of education, social protection,
labour markets and communication/advocacy.
23. In addition, UCW continued its analytical reviews exploiting the
evidence contained in the Inventory. A modified version of the review on
cash transfers and child labour (see 2013 Progress Report) was
published in the World Bank Research Observer18 and another study was
published in the Economics of Education Review 19 as part of a broader
effort to disseminate and promote discussion on impact evalution
results. The review was also cited by The Economist.20

18

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. “Cash Transfers and Child Labor”. World Bank Research Observer,
Volume 29, Issue 2, pp. 202-234, August 2014.
19

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. "Does promoting school attendance reduce child labor? Evidence
from Burkina Faso's BRIGHT project." Economics of Education Review , 39 (2014), 78-96.
20

Conditional cash transfers and child labour: A little extra cash, a lot of extra schooling, The
Economist, Sept. 2014.
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Component 4. Country-level research and policy support
24. Country-level research and policy support involves direct
collaboration with national counterparts to improve information on
child labour and youth employmenet. UCW provides an inter-agency
platform that would not exist otherwise for shared analysis of the child
labour and youth employment situation in specific countries, and
provides a starting point for coordinated inter-agency responses to it.
Country-level efforts are also helpful in involving a wide range of
Government counterparts, e.g., national statistical offices and ministries
of finance, education, labour and health, in the policy dialogue on child
labour and youth employment changes, and in building national capacity
in data analysis.
Programme component 4 at a glance
Sub-component
4.1. Country-level research
cooperation

(a)

Activities
4.1.1. Inter-agency reports on child labour and youth employment in Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Panama, Philippines, and Uganda
4.1.2. Indonesia inter-agency report on youth employment
4.1.3. Togo report on implementation of NAP
4.1.4. Review of response to child labour in cotton industry in Uzbekistan

4.2. Regional and subregional research
cooperation

4.2.1. ECOWAS regional report on child labour and educational marginalisation
4.2.2. Arab States regional report on child labour and youth employment
4.2.3. South Asia subregional report on child labour and youth employment
4.2.4. Southeast and East Asia subregional report on child labour and youth
employment

4.3. Collaboration with
4.3.1. African Economic Research Consortium
universities and research
4.3.2. Brazil
institutes
4.3.3. ITC-ILO and Turin School of Development
4.3.4. Mexico
4.3.5. Philippines
4.3.6. Saudi Arabia
4.3.7. South Africa
4.3.8. Turkey
Note: (a) Further details of activities undertaken during the reporting period are provided in Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

25. Research collaboration with counterparts at the country-level
continued in a number of national contexts the reporting period. Country
reports focusing on both child labour and youth were completed in
Dominican Republic, Uganda and Panama. In Indonesia, a country report
focused on youth was also completed in partnership with the ILO Youth
Employment Programme (YEP). Efforts in Costa Rica and Honduras saw
the completion of initial data analysis and policy inventories, both of
which will feed into country reports to be completed in 2015. Follow-up
research collaboration began in Togo focused on how the National Action
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Plan on the elimination of child labour can be aligned with broader
national development strategies. Discussions around country
colloboration in Philippines began in December 2014 with the
development of detailed terms of reference. Finally, work was completed
in 2014 of a review of efforts against child labour in the cotton sector in
Uzbekistan.

Panel 3.

Country-level research process
The process through which country-level programme activities are developed and implemented is designed to
ensure maximum interagency cooperation and consultation. An initial country-level meeting involving
representatives from the three agencies and national counterparts is first held in order to reach agreement on
the broad terms of reference for the country activities and to agree on the make-up of a country-level
programme Working Group.

Agreement on broad terms
of reference for the country
activities.
Initial country level meeting
involving representatives
from the three Agencies and
national counterparts.

Formation of Working Group
consisting of representatives
from 3 agencies and 1 or
more representatives from
Government and research
community

Identification of specific
research activities

Implementation and
monitoring of activities in
consultation with UCW
Secretariat

The Working Groups, which typically consist of representatives from the three agencies and one or more
representatives from Government, then act to identify and support the implementation of specific research
activities, within the overall terms of reference. The representatives of the Working Group also act to ensure
the research results are “mainstreamed” into the agency programmes and projects at the field level.
A two-stage research is increasingly being followed in country-level research cooperation to link problem
analysis, on one hand, and comprehensive policy solutions, on the other. The first stage consist of the situation
analyses and second stage of the policy appraisals. This two-stage approach is a response to requests by a
number of governments for reports that go beyond outlining general strategies to include a more detailed
discussion of specific actions against child labour and the resources required to implement them. It also
responds to the need articulated in the Roadmap to 2016 adopted at The Hague Global Child Labour
Conference to upscale and accelerate country level actions against child labour, moving beyond limited-scale
pilot projects to more comprehensive policy responses.

26. The reporting period saw a new focus on regional- and
subregional-level research on child labour and youth employment,
in partnership with ILO regional offices. This research is seen as an
important additional means of promoting policy dialogue on child labour
and youth employment challenges, complementing existing UCW
research efforts at the global and country levels. Studies were completed
of the twin challenges of child labour and education marginalisation in
the countries belonging to Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) (in conjunction with the ILO Africa Regional Office)21 and in

21

ILO Regional Office for Africa and UCW, The twin challenges of child labour and educational
marginalisation in the ECOWAS region: An overview. June 2014.
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Southeast and East Asia22 (in conjunction with the ILO Subregional Office
for Southeast Asia and the Pacific). UCW also completed studies of child
labour and youth employment challenges in the Arab States (in
conjunction with the ILO Regional office for the Arab States)23 and in
South Asia (in conjunction with the ILO Subregional Office for South
Asia).24
27. UCW expanded the initiative launched in 2012 involving
collaboration with universities and research centres (Table 1). The
collaboration is aimed at promoting and building the capacity of these
institutions to undertake child labour research. In a two phase process,
support to capacity building is followed by small research grants to
targeted institutions in the conduct of actual research on priority child
labour concerns. The initiative reflects the recognition that while
national statistical offices play a key role in gathering macro-level data
on child labour, they are often less well-suited to analysing these data
from a policy perspective or to filling specific knowledge gaps through
specialised research approaches. Universities and research institutes
therefore can play a key role in building the evidence base necessary for
informed policy making in the child labour realm.
Table 1. UCW research collaboration: participating universities and research centres
Name

Location

African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) (regional body)

Kenya

Bahcesehir University, Center for Economic and Social Research (BETAM)

Turkey

Escola Superior de Agricultura "Luiz de Queiroz" (ESALQ, University of Sao
Paolo)

Brazil

Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS)

Philippines

Turin School of Development (TSD)

Italy

Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon (UANL)

Mexico

University of Cape Town, Southern Africa Labour and Development
Research Unit

South Africa

University of the Philippines, School of Economics

Philippines

28. A number of institutions were involved in collaboration during the
reporting period. An important new partnership was established with
the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC).25 This organization,
devoted to the advancement of economic policy research and training,
will provide a valuable entry point for promoting improved research
capacity around the issues of child labour and youth employment among
22

ILO Subregional Office for Southeast and East Asia and the Pacific and UCW, The twin challenges of
child labour and educational marginalisation in the Southeast and East Asia regions: An overview.
October 2014.
23

ILO Regional Office for Arab States and Understanding Children’s Work Programme (UCW), The twin
challenges of child labour and youth employment in the Arab States: An overview. Beirut, June 2014.
24

ILO Subregional Office for South Asia and Understanding Children’s Work Programme (UCW). Children’s
Work: Perspectives from South Asia’s National Household Surveys, November 2014.
25

The African Economic Research Consortium (AERC), established in 1988, is a public not-for-profit
organization devoted to the advancement of economic policy research and training. AERC's mission is to
strengthen local capacity for conducting independent, rigorous inquiry into the problems facing the
management of economies in sub-Saharan Africa (see http://aercafrica.org).
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promising young researchers from across sub-Saharan Africa.
Collaboration began with the Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon
(UANL) in Mexico with initial training and the awarding of grants for two
studies.26 Preliminary contacts were also established towards the end of
the reporting period with institutions in Philippines27 and in Saudia
Arabia28 which will be followed up in 2015.
Panel 4.

UCW research collaboration: supported studies
School-to-work transition and youth unemployment in Turkey (within the framework of the
collaboration with BETAM, Turkey): Work was completed on a study that examines the determinants
of school-to work transition in Turkey by implementing a competing risk model.
The work of children and adolescents with emphasis on the worst forms: an analysis of the Brazil
population census from 2000 and 2010 (within the framework of the collaboration with ESALQ,
Brazil): The overall aim of this research is to identify the determinants of the reduction of child labor
in Brazil, specifically between 2000 and 2010, focusing on the work activities classified as worst forms
of child labor. The study was presented in a workshop organized at the Master in Development
Economics and International Cooperation (University of Rome, Oct. 2014).
The impact of labor inspections on child labour (within the framework of the collaboration with
ESALQ, Brazil): The research investigates whether there is any relationship between the decrease in
child labor and the increase in labor inspections in Brazil. Preliminary results show that the increase of
labor inspection has significant effect on the decline in child labor. The study was presented in a
workshop organized at the Master in Development Economics and International Cooperation
(University of Rome, Oct. 2014).
Child labour and youth employment as a response to household vulnerability to shocks: Evidence
from rural Ethiopia (within the framework of the collaboration with ITC-TSD, Italy): Making use of
the Ethiopia Rural Household Survey, this study investigates whether child labour is used as a coping
mechanism when shocks are experienced by household in Ethiopia. Preliminary results were
presented in the occasion of second Turin-Lyon PhD Workshop in Economics (Collegio Carlo Alberto,
July 7-8, 2014).
Conditional Cash Transfer and Child Labour: The Case of the Livelihood Empowerment Against
Poverty (LEAP) in Ghana (within the framework of the collaboration with SALDRU, South Africa):
This study analyses the impact of the LEAP programme in Ghana, and in particular it aims at
establishing the effect of the LEAP on child labour incidence and on the hours worked by children. A
first draft was completed in 2014, and will be finalized in the second quarter of 2015.
Women exposure to physical and/or emotional violence and child labour (within the framework of
the collaboration with UANL, Mexico). Making use of Encuesta Nacional sobre la Dinamica de las
Relaciones en los Hogares(ENDIREH) and the Modulo de Trabajo Infantil (MTI) of the Encuesta
Nacional de Ocupacion y Empleo (ENOE, 2011), the study will investigate whether the probability of a
child being involved in employment is related to the proportion of women exposed to violence. The
study is currently being developed and will be finalized in 2015.
Internal migration and child labour (within the framework of the collaboration with UANL, Mexico).
Making use of Encuesta Nacional de la Juventud (ENJUVE 2010), the study will examine the linkages
between child labour and internal migration along three lines: i) the household determinants of
children’s migration; ii) the impact of migration on school attendance, by comparing school
attainment levels of migrants versus non-migrants child labourers; iii) the vulnerability of child
migrants in the labour market. The study is currently being developed and will be finalized in 2015.

29. Collaboration continued in 2014 with ITC-ILO and Turin School of
Development (TSD). A training workshop was delivered by UCW on
social protection and a student from the TCD PhD programme was

26

Two students were selected for developing the following studies: i) Violencia contra las Mujeres y
Trabajo Infantil en México 2011; ii) Migración interna y trabajo infantile en México.
27

Philippines Institute for Development Studies and the University of the Philippines, School of
Economics.
28

King Saud University and Prince Naif Arab University for Security Sciences (NAUSS).
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hosted and mentored by UCW while undertaking research on child
labour and youth employment in Ethiopia.29 Collaboration also
continued with SALDRU30 in South Africa with training provision and the
awarding of a grant for an impact evaluation study.31 Finally, UCW
continued to cooperate with BETAM in Turkey32 and with ESALQ in
Brazil33 building on the collaborative activities reported in previous
Progress Reports. Specifically, work continued on a grant-supported
study of school to work transitions in Turkey and two grant-supported
studies of child labour in Brazil.34 In the latter case, the grant recipients
were provided support in finalising their studies during a one-week
mission to Rome in October 2014.35

29

Child labour and youth employment as a response to household vulnerability to shocks: Evidence from
rural Ethiopia. The study was presented in the occasion of 2° Torino – Lyon PhD Workshop in Economics
Collegio Carlo Alberto (July 7-8, 2014)
30

University of Cape Town - Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit.

31

The study will look at the child labour impact of the Ghanaian Livelihood Empowerment Against
Poverty Program.
32

Bahcesehir University, Center for Economic and Social Research (BETAM).

33

Escola Superior de Agricultura "Luiz de Queiroz" (ESALQ, University of Sao Paolo)

34

Two students were selected for developing the following studies: i) O trabaho de criancas e
adolescentes com enfase nas piores formas: uma analise dos censos demograficos do Brasil de 2000 e
2010; ii) O impacto das inspecoes do trabalho infantil
35

The two studies were presented in a workshop organized at the Master in Development Economics and
International Cooperation, University of Rome ‘Tor Vergata’ (Oct. 2014).
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Component 5. Research dissemination
30. The Research dissemination component is aimed at promoting broad
awareness of and access to UCW research. This is in turn critical to
ensuring that UCW research helps raising the profile of child labour and
youth employment challenges and that this research is effectively
“mainstreamed” in policies and programmes addressing these
challenges.
Programme component 5 at a glance
Sub-component

(a)

Activities

1.1. Seminars, workshops and other events 1.1.1. Seminars, workshops and other events
1.2. UCW website

1.2.1. Regular updating and maintenance
1.2.2. Revamping of Country Statistics database

1.3. Other dissemination activities

1.3.1. Social media outreach
1.3.2. Partnerships with major research portals
1.3.3. Publication in academic journals and books

Note: (a) Further details of activities undertaken during the reporting period are provided in Annex 1 of this Progress Report.

31. UCW participated in a wide range seminars, workshops and other
events over the course of the reporting period as part of a broader effort
to “mainstream” and operationalise UCW research. UCW research
results were presented at various workshops and seminars hosted by the
World Bank (Washington, October 2014), Save The Children (Stockholm,
December 2014), King Saud University and Naif Arab University for
Security Sciences (Riyadh, December 2014), Overseas Development
Inistitute (London, October 2014), ECOWAS Commission (July 2014), ILO
(Dehli, November 2014), ILO (Geneva, December 2014), German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (July 2014), and
OECD (Paris, December 2014). UCW also organized the cap-stone
conference ‘Partnerships for Jobs and Youth Employment’ (Istanbul, May
2014) in conjunction with the World Bank the Global Partnership for
Youth Employment (GPYE). Other UCW research was presented at
events organised by, inter alia, Mexican Ministry of Social Development
(Mexico City, November 2014),36 the African Economic Research
Consortium (Lusaka, December 2014),37 Save The Children Italy (Rome,
June 2014)38 and the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE)
(Doha, November 2014). 39
32. The UCW website continued to evolve and grow as a key
dissemination instrument and resource for research on child labour and
youth employment. The revised Country Statistics database, to go on-line
36

Workshop on the Prospera conditional cash transfer programme.

37

Training and presentation of UCW research in child labour and youth employment.

38

Presentation of study on child labour in Italy undertaken in conjunction with Save the Children Italy and
the the Foundation Bruno Trentin - Istituto Superiore di Formazione (ISF) - Institute of Economic and
Social Research (IRES) of the Italian General Confederation of Labour.
39

Presentation of UCW research on links between child labour and out-of-school children.
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in 2015, will help to further consolidate the role of the website as a
clearinghouse for up-to-date statistics on a series of standardised child
labour and youth employment indicators from a wide range of countries.
Website usage statistics indicate more than 23,000 unique visits in the
period from January to end-November 2014.
33. The reporting period saw an increased investment in social media
as a mean of disseminating research and also to engage and encourage
feedback from users of UCW research. Within this framework the UCW
Programme on Facebook, created in July 2013, aims at building a closer
relationship with the UCW audience. UCW also continued to partner with
Figure 2. UCW Facebook page

relevant web-based information portals, including the Child Right
Information Network (CRIN), the Development Gateway and Research
Papers in Economics (RePEC), to circulate research outputs. Finally, a
number of UCW studies were published in academic journals and other
formal publications as part of broader efforts to desseminate and
promote discussion of study results. These included an article in the
World Bank Research Observer40 (subsequently cited in The Economist41)
and another in Economics of Education Review 42 on cash transfers and
child labour.

40

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. “Cash Transfers and Child Labor”. World Bank Research Observer,
Volume 29, Issue 2, pp. 202-234, August 2014.
41

“Conditional cash transfers and child labour: A little extra cash, a lot of extra schooling”, The Economist,
Sept. 2014.
42

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. "Does promoting school attendance reduce child labor? Evidence
from Burkina Faso's BRIGHT project." Economics of Education Review , 39 (2014), 78-96.

UCW PROGRESS REPORT JANUARY-DECEMBER 2014 |Research dissemination

16

Programme governance
34. The Programme governance is based on the three levels of
governance developed at the Programme’s inception – Steering
Committee (SC), Focal Points (FPs) and UCW Secretariat –as depicted in
the table below. In simplest terms, the Secretariat’s core function is
providing research support to the programming and other work of the
agencies, and core function of the Focal Points and Steering Committee is
guiding the Secretariat in fulfilling this role as effectively as possible.
Table 2. Programme governance structure for 2009-2014 planning period
Level
Steering
committee (SC)

Focal points (FP)

UCW
secretariat

Responsibility
Establishment and oversight of the
Programme’s overall strategic direction
and goals. Approves detailed 12 month
work plans
Develop and provide liaison with agency,
approve 12 month work plans for
submission to SC, coordinate within
agency and provide substantial technical
input to Programme
Develop detailed ongoing 12 month work
plans for approval of FP; manage
implementation of workplans

Membership
Senior management representative,
one from each agency, plus Programme
coordinator as an ex-officio member.

Meeting frequency
1 per year

Technical expert/manager, one from
each agency, plus Programme
Coordinator (PC).

Formal – 1 per year.
Frequent informal contacts
with Programme
Coordinator

Programme Coordinator, researchers
and support staff

NA

35. The Programme Secretariat manages the implementation of the 12month detailed workplan. These workplans are developed by the
Secretariat on the basis of the current Programme strategic framework
document, the strategic directions determined by the Steering
Committee, and with the substantial input and involvement of the Focal
Points. Each Steering Committee meeting is presented with a report on
activities carried out in the previous 12 months in relation to the agreed
workplan, and reviews a revised 12- month workplan for the subsequent
period. While the Secretariat is responsible for implementing the
Programme workplan, any major changes are discussed and approved by
the Focal Points. National counterparts have a key role as collaborative
partners in the implementation of UCW research activities at the country
level.
36. Programme monitoring is based on the detailed workplan, indicating
specific implementation activities and time-bound milestones for each,
developed on the basis of the current strategic framework document.
The workplan is updated by the Programme Secretariat on a regular
basis. Detailed reviews of progress in workplan implementation take
place in conjunction with the formal Programme Focal Points meetings.
Comprehensive progress reports are produced annually by the
Programme Secretariat in collaboration with the Focal Points. These are
provided to the Steering Committee for review at their yearly meetings.
After review by the Steering Committee, the reports are sent to donors
and disseminated within the three agencies as well as to other partners.
37. As agreed at the September 2008 Programme Focal Points meeting,
the Medium-Term Strategic Framework document constitutes the core
reference document for the Programme over the medium term, in lieu of
a formal Programme memorandum of understanding or signed
Programme agreement.
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Annex I. Programme activities in detail

Programme component 1 (Statistics and measurement) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

1.1. Research methods,
indicators and
standards

1.1.1. Harmonisation of child labour statistics. Promoting inter-agency dialogue on the harmonisation of child labour statistics: these discussions
continued at the agency level during the reporting period and will be advanced further at an inter-agency working meeting involving UCW alongside the
UNICEF MICS team and ILO scheduled in January 2015 in New York.
1.1.2. Developing new research methods. Development of toolkit on youth employment diagnostics that will help practitioners with limited knowledge
of labour market indicators to make informed decisions about how best to design programs targeting youth. The toolkit, developed within the
framework of the Global Partnership for Youth Employment (GPYE) and in close collaboration with the Social Protection and Labor Unit of the World
Bank, will be initially fielded in Lebanon in February 2015. A range of other UCW research efforts also involved new research methods, including studies
on school to work transitions making use of the ILO school to work transition survey programme (see component 2) and on the impact of child labourrelevant policies (see component 4).

1.2. Child labour and
youth employment
statistics

1.2.1. Country statistics database. Work began on restructuring and revamping the UCW Country Statistics on core child labour indicators. Work has
also continued during the reporting period in systematically integrating trend information in the Country Statistics database. In this way, the database
will serve as a tool for monitoring country-level progress in reducing child labour.
1.2.2. Youth employment global database. The reporting period saw the continued consolidation and expansion of the “youthSTATS”, the global
database on youth labour market indicators developed in 2012 by UCW in conjunction with the ILO Youth Employment Programme (YEP) and described
in previous Progress Reports.
1.2.3. Statistics for agency reports and reference materials. Cooperation continued with USDOL in the development of child labour indicators for use in
USDOL publications and reference materials. The UCW statistics were utilised in the USDOL publication for the 2005-2014 editions of the global USDOL
Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour publication. In a related effort, UCW is continuing its collaboration with the World Bank in the development
of child labour statistics for inclusion in the annual World Development Indicators publication and software. Work was completed during the reporting
period on child labour indicators for use in the 2014 edition of World Development Indicators, building on a similar effort undertaken for the 2006-2013
editions. Finally, UCW provided statistics and technical inputs to UNESCO for the forthcoming Education For All Global Monitoring report.
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Programme component 2 (Policy-oriented research) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

2.1. Child labour

2.1.1. Research on child labour in agriculture. Bulding on previous research efforts conducted in partnership with FAO and World Bank, work bega on a
multiple-country study aimed at shedding additional light on the role played by children in the agriculture sector in Sub-Saharan Africa. The study makes
43
use of data from the new World Bank LSMS-ISA survey programme, which collects information on work in the agriculture sector in unprecedented detail.
The research effort builds on a study on child labour in agriculture in Nigeria, that was completed in the previous reporting period.
2.1.2. Research on the interplay between child labour and schooling. UCW continued its collaboration with the Global Out-of-School Children Initiative
44
(OOSCI) during the reporting period, providing additional technical inputs to the Global Report on out-of-school children (to be launched in the first
quarter of 2015) as well as to an operational manual on programmatic approaches to addressing the out-of-school children challenge. UCW also
45
developed a background paper on the evolution of relationship between child labour and education since 2000. The paper will feed into the next
UNESCO Education For All Monitoring Report.
2.1.3. Research on child labour trends. UCW began discussions with ILO-IPEC on a study aimed at identifying the factors underlying the global decline in
child labour reported in the most recent ILO Global Child Labour Estimates publication. Designed to inform the deliberations of the Global Conference on
Child Labour to be held in Argentina in 2017, the research will provide robust evidence concerning the policy approaches which have been most relevant
to date and which have the greatest potential for accelerated progress moving forward. It will be undertaken in close collaboration with government
counterparts, social partners and the ILO regional offices.

2.2. Youth employment

2.2.1. World Report. Work was completed on the second ILO World Report on Child Labour which addresses the youth employment crisis. The World
Report, now scheduled for launch in 2015, highlights the links between child labour and youth employment outcomes and stresses the importance of
intervening against child labour earlier in the lifecycle as part of a broader response to the youth employment crisis. The World Report adds to the policy
debate on youth employment in two specific ways. First, it is unique in explicitly addressing the intersection between child labour and youth employment,
i.e., how the former affects the latter, and vice versa, and the extent to which the child labour and employed youth populations overlap. Second, and
following from this, the Report is unique in tracing youth employment outcomes to experiences earlier in childhood following a lifecycle approach.
2.2.2. Research on school to work transitions. Work neared completion on a detailed technical study making use of data from the ILO School to Work
46
Transition survey programme. The study breaks new ground by using hazard models to estimate the duration, the determinants and the characteristics
of the transition to the first job and to a stable job. In particular, it makes use of the so-called split population model that allows to endogenously identify
the share of the population expected to never transit to employment (or to stable employment) and to estimate the hazard function for the part of the
population that is expected to eventually transition to employment (stable employment). The study is a key background study for the second World
Report.
2.2.3. Research on youth employment in the agriculture sector. This effort will be undertaken in parallel with a study on CL in agriculture (see above), and

43

Living Standard Measurement Study-Integrated Surveys on Agriculture Initiative.

44

The Initiatve was launched by UNICEF and UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) in 2010 to accelerate efforts towards the goal of universal primary education.

45

UCW, Evolution of relationship between child labour and education since 2000: Evidence from 19 developing countries. UCW Working Paper, Rome, July 2014.

46

UCW Programme, Pathways to work in the developing world: An analysis of young persons’ transition from school to the workplace. UCW Working Paper (forthcoming).
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Programme component 2 (Policy-oriented research) in detail
Sub-component

Activities
will also make use of the LSMS-ISA survey programme dataset. The analysis will address the characteristics of youth employment in agriculture and in
particular the crops and farm activities that youth are most involved in. The analysis will provide an initial overview of the quality of youth jobs in the
agriculture sector and, following from this, the possible role of youth in promoting high-productivity agriculture.
2.2.4. Research on hazardous child labour among 15-17 year-olds. Work neared completion of a study of child labour and employment among 15-17
year-olds, an overlapping group of common interest to both child labour and youth employment yet rarely accorded priority attention in efforts in either
47
of these fields. Making use of SIMPOC, labour force, SWTSs and other data sources from a set of developing countries, the study assesses the degree to
which youth are exposed to hazardous conditions in the workplace, the nature of the hazards they face, and the sectors and occupations in which
hazardous conditions are most common. The information presented in study indicates that both the share and absolute numbers of youth 15-17 years in
hazardous work is considerable, underscoring the importance of distinguishing between decent work and forms of work constituting child labour in
programmes promoting youth employment. The study is another key background study for the second World Report.

47

UCW Programme, Adolescent child labour: hazardous work among children in the 15-17 years age range. UCW Working Paper (forthcoming).
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Programme component 3 (Impact evaluation) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

3.1. Impact evaluation
design and baseline
data collection

3.1.1. Impact evaluation of IPEC project in El Salvador. The IPEC project, entitled “Eliminating Child Labour through Economic Empowerment and
Social Inclusion”, provides training and start-up capital to women in households with children. Agreement was reached with the Government on the
selection criteria for communities, municipalities and household selection in 2011 and baseline data were collected in 2012. Preparations are now
underway for the follow-up survey to be fielded in 2015. The evaluation will yield first-time quasi-experimental evidence concerning the impact of a
specific IPEC-supported intervention. The evaluation results will provide valuable input to IPEC support to national child labour programmes moving
forward.

3.2. Identifying child labour
impact of public
policies

3.2.1. Conditional cash transfers (Philippines (WB)). Work continued with the Development Research Group of the World Bank on an impact
evaluation of a conditional cash transfer programme (Pantawid Pamilya Pilipino Program) undertaken by the Government of the Philippines. A first
draft of the study looking at the impact of the programme on child labour and household chores was completed during the reporting period and is
currently being reviewed by UCW and World Bank. The study results will help inform broader planned Government reforms to the national social
protection floor.
3.2.2. Conditional cash transfers (Mexico). A particularly noteworthy development during the reporting period was new collaboration with the Mexico
Ministry of Social Development (SEDESOL), the governmental body implementing the PROSPERA cash transfer programme, in examining the child
labour impact of recent reforms to the PROSPERA programme. The research, being undertaken at the direct behest of SEDESOL, will provide new
insight into the way in which cash transfer programmes affect children’s activities and will help inform the further rollout of the reform.
3.2.3. Unconditional cash transfers (Lesotho (FAO)). Collaboration continued with the Agricultural Development Economic Division (ESA) of FAO and
UNICEF in evaluating the impact of a child grant programme (CGP) in Lesotho. The CGP in Lesotho provides an unconditional cash transfer to poor and
vulnerable households. The primary objective of the CGP is to improve the living standards, improve nutrition and health status and increase school
enrolment among of orphan and vulnerable children (OVCs). The CGP is targeted at poor households with children, including child-headed households.
The baseline data were collected in 2011 and the follow-up survey was implemented in the last quarter of 2013.
3.2.4. Unconditional cash transfers (Zambia (FAO)). Work completed.
3.2.5. Unconditional cash transfers (Kenya (FAO)). Work completed.
3.2.6. Rural Women's Economic Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Pilot programme (RBI) in Nicaragua. UCW continued collaboration with the
World Bank during the reporting period on the evaluation of the Rural Women's Economic Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Pilot in Nicaragua.
UCW supported this IE by contributing to the financing of the follow up survey into which CL information was incorporated. A first draft of the study
was completed and is currently being finalized.
3.2.7. Public Works in Malawi. Work continued with the Development Research Group of the World Bank on an impact evaluation of a public work
component of the Malawi Social Action Fund (MASAF) undertaken by the Government of Malawi. UCW is supporting this IE by contributing to the
coordination of the activities carried out by the Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) in Malawi. Follow-up data were made available in the fall of 2013
and a preliminary analysis was completed in the current reporting period.
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Programme component 3 (Impact evaluation) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

3.3. Impact evaluation
inventory and review.

3.3.1. Mapping and analyzing impact evaluations relating to child labour for UCW Impact Evaluation Inventory. This on-going process covers the
48
main sources of information on impact evaluation, including the World Bank Development Impact Evaluation Initiative (DIME) database, the Poverty
49
51
Action Lab, the Social Science Research Network, SSRN50, Network of Networks for Impact Evaluation (NONIE) and the International Initiative for
52
Impact evaluation (3IE). Beyond these databases, evaluations of potential relevance are identified through extensive person-to-persons with World
Bank task managers and other evaluation practitioners. The IE studies identified through this process are categorised by policy sector, country/region,
project type, method and other criteria and added to the on-line UCW Impact Evaluation Inventory (see http://www.ucw-project.org/impactevaluation/inventory-impact-evaluations.aspx.). The Inventory is unique in providing ready access to “state of the art” evidence of causal relationships
between policy interventions and child labour outcomes. It contains almost 60 evaluations spanning the policy areas of education, social protection,
labour markets and communication/advocacy.
3.3.2. Review of impact evaluations of policy interventions relating to child labour. UCW continued its analytical reviews exploiting the evidence
contained in the Inventory. A modified version of the review on cash transfers and child labour (see 2013 Progress Report) was published in the World
53
54
Bank Research Observer and another study was published in the Economics of Education Review as part of a broader effort to disseminate and
promote discussion on impact evalution results.

48

The Development Impact Evaluation (DIME) initiative is a Bank-wide collaborative effort involving thematic networks, regional units and the research group under the guidance of the World Bank’s Chief
Economist. http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTDEVIMPEVAINI/0,,menuPK:3998281~pagePK:64168427~piPK:64168435~theSitePK:3998212,00.html It provides access to impact evaluations of World Banksupported interventions and impact evaluations undertaken by World Bank staff over the past few years, as well as others from a variety of other academic and development institutions.
49

http://www.povertyactionlab.org/methodology/what-evaluation/program-evaluations-impact-evaluations

50

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalbrowse&journal_id=1156916

51

http://www.worldbank.org/ieg/nonie/index.html

52

http://www.3ieimpact.org/openwindow/

53

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. “Cash Transfers and Child Labor”. World Bank Research Observer, Volume 29, Issue 2, pp. 202-234, August 2014.

54

Jacobus de Hoop and Furio C. Rosati. "Does promoting school attendance reduce child labor? Evidence from Burkina Faso's BRIGHT project." Economics of Education Review , 39 (2014), 78-96.
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Programme component 4 (Country level research and policy support) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

4.1. Country-level research
cooperation

4.1.1. Costa Rica inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. Initial data analysis and policy mapping for the inter-agency report were
completed; inter-agency report will be finalised and released during 2015.
4.1.2. Dominican Republic inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. The inter-agency report was completed and discussed at a
seminar with national stakeholders; discussions are now underway on follow-up research on policy responses.
4.1.3. Honduras inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. Initial data analysis and policy mapping for the inter-agency report were
completed; inter-agency report will be finalised and released during 2015.
4.1.4. Panama inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. Report completed during reporting period
4.1.5. Philippines inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. Research collaboration began in December 2014 with a mission by
UCW. Development of the inter-agency report will take place in 2015 in parallel with collaboration with two research institutes (see 4.3 below).
4.1.6. Uganda inter-agency report on child labour and youth employment. Inter-agency report was completed and validated by key stakeholders;
discussions are underway around follow-up research focussed on business, technical and vocational education and training (BTVET) for former child
labourers and other vulnerable youth.
4.1.7. Youth employment outcomes in Indonesia: a policy review. An analytical assessment of the youth employment issue and its policy implications
in Indonesia was completed in conjunction with the ILO Youth Employment Programme (YEP).
4.1.8. Togo report on implementation of NAP. Work began on a study on NAP implementation, building on the inter-agency report developed with
UCW support in the previous reporting period. The study will look in particular at the integration of the NAP in broader national development
strategies and the specific roles of governmental actors in NAP implementation.
4.1.9. Review of response to child labour in cotton industry in Uzbekistan. Final version of the review report completed in April 2014. The review
looks in particular at the UNICEF response to child labour in the cotton industry to date and key priorities in this regard moving forward.

4.2. Regional and subregional research
cooperation

4.2.1. Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) report on child labour and educational marginalisation. A study was completed of the
twin challenges of child labour and education marginalisation in the countries belonging to Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in
conjunction with the ILO Africa Regional Office. The study was presented and discussed at the West African Members of Parliament meeting on Child
Labour held in Turin in December 2014.
4.2.2. Arab States regional report on child labour and youth employment. A study was completed of child labour and youth employment challenges
in the Arab States in conjunction with the ILO Regional office for the Arab States.
4.2.3. South Asia subregional report on child labour and youth employment. A study was completed of child labour and youth employment
challenges in the South Asia in conjunction with the ILO Subregional Office for South Asia. The study was presented and discussed at the Knowledge
Sharing and Technical Consultation (Children’s Work – Perspectives from South Asia’s National Surveys) held in New Delhi in November 2014.
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Programme component 4 (Country level research and policy support) in detail
Sub-component

Activities
4.2.4. Southeast and East Asia subregional report on child labour and youth employment. A study was completed of child labour and youth
employment challenges in the Southeast Asia in conjunction with the ILO Subregional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

4.3. Collaboration with
universities and
research institutes

4.3.1. African Economic Research Consortium. A new partnership was established with the African Economic Research during an AERC mission to
Rome in the second quarter of 2014. A follow-up UCW mission to Lusaka was held in December 2014, during which initial training was provided and
AERC graduate students were interviewed for potential involvement in grant-supported research on a child labour or youth employment theme. It is
envisaged that the research grants will be awarded in 2015, alongside additional capacity building and mentoring activities.
4.3.2. ITC-ILO and Turin School of Development. Collaboration continued in 2014 with ITC-ILO and Turin School of Development (TSD). A training
workshop was delivered by UCW on social protection and a student from the TCD PhD programme was hosted by UCW and provided research
mentoring.
4.3.3. Brazil. Collaboration continued with the Escola Superior de Agricoltura (ESALQ) of the University of Sao Paolo with technical support and
mentoring provided to the selected students. Two studies are being finalized, looking at (a) worst forms of child labour and (b) child labour impact of
labor inspection.
4.3.4. Mexico. Collaboration began with the Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon (UANL) in Mexico with initial training and the awarding of grants
for two studies. Two students were selected for developing studies looking at (a) violence against women and child labour and (b) internal migration
and child labour.
4.3.5. Philippines. New partnerships for capacity-building and grant-supported research were established with two institutions (University of the
Philippines School of Economics and the Philippines Institute for Development Studies) during a mission to Manila by the UCW Programme Coordinator
in December 2015.
4.3.6. Saudi Arabia. Initial contacts around possible collaboration were established with King Saud University and Prince Naif Arab University for
Security Sciences during a UCW mission held in December 2015.
4.3.7. South Africa. Collaboration continued with the Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit of the University of Cape Town; training
provision and the awarding of a grant for an impact evaluation study.
4.3.8. Turkey. UCW continued to cooperate with Bahcesehir University, Center for Economic and Social Research (BETAM), building on the
collaborative activities reported in previous Progress Reports. Activities included a grant-supported study of school to work transition and youth
unemployment in Turkey.
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Programme component 5 (Research dissemination) in detail
Sub-component

Activities

5.1. Seminars, workshops
and other events

5.1.1. Seminars, workshops and other events. UCW participated in a wide range seminars, workshops and other events over the course of the
reporting period as part of a broader effort to “mainstream” and operationalise UCW research. Disseminating UCW research on school to work
transitions was a particular focus in 2014, with UCW presenting research results at workshops and seminars hosted by the World Bank (Washington,
October 2014), Save The Children (Stockholm, December 2014), Naif Arab University for Security Sciences and King Saud University (Riyadh, December
2014), Overseas Development Inistitute (London, October 2014), ECOWAS Commission (July 2014), ILO (Dehli, November 2014), ILO (Geneva,
December 2014), German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (July 2014), and OECD (Paris, December 2014). UCW also
organized, jointly with the World Bank, the Global Partnership for Youth Employment (GPYE) cap-stone conference ‘Partnerships for Jobs and Youth
Employment’ (Istanbul, May 2014). Other UCW research was presented at events organised by, inter alia, Mexican Ministry of Social Development
55
56
57
(Mexico City, November 2014), the African Research Consortium (Lusaka, December 2014), Save The Children Italy (Rome, June 2014) and the
58
World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) (Doha, November 2014).

5.2. UCW website

5.2.1. Regular updating and maintenance. The UCW website continued to evolve and grow as a key dissemination instrument and resource for
research on child labour and youth employment.
5.2.2. Revamping of Country Statistics database. The revised Country Statistics database, to go on-line in 2015, will help further consolidate the role of
the website as a clearinghouse for up-to-date statistics on a series of standardised child labour and youth employment indicators from a wide range of
countries.

5.3. Other dissemination
activities

5.3.1. Social media outreach. The reporting period saw an increased investment in social media as a mean of disseminating research and also to
engage and encourage feedback from users of UCW research. Within this framework the UCW Programme on Facebook, created in July 2013, aims at
building a closer relationship with the UCW audience.
5.3.2. Partnerships with major research portals. UCW also continued to partner with relevant web-based information portals, including the Child Right
Information Network (CRIN), the Development Gateway and Research Papers in Economics (RePEC), to circulate research outputs.
5.3.3. Publication in academic journals and books.

55

Workshop on the Prospera conditional cash transfer programme.

56

Press conference to launch Report.

57

Presentation of study on child labour in Italy undertaken in conjunction with Save the Children Italy and the the Foundation Bruno Trentin - Istituto Superiore di Formazione (ISF) - Institute of Economic and Social
Research (IRES) of the Italian General Confederation of Labour.
58

Presentation of UCW research on links between child labour and out-of-school children.
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